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THE 


LATTER-DAY  SAINTS' 

T?WTf,T?  A  FTQ3    PfTTTYE1. 
JSilVlUjltAiM  10     IxUjLUJJj: 

BEING   A 

TABLE  OF  DISTANCES, 


SHOWING   ALL   THE 


SPRINGS,  CREEKS,  RIVERS,  PULLS,  MOUNTAINS. 

CAMPING  PLACES,  AND  ALL  OTHEH,  NOTABLE  PLACES, 

FROM  COUNCIL  BLUFFS, 

TO  TEE 

VALLEY  OF  THE  GREAT  SALT  LAKE. 


LATITUDES,  LONGITUDES  AND  ALTITUDES 

OE  THE  PROMINENT  POINTS  ON  THE  ROITTE. 

TOGETHER  WITH  REMARKS  ON  THE  NATURE  OF  THE  LAND, 
TIMBER,  GRASS,  &c. 

THE    WHOLE   BOUTE    HAVING    BEEN    CAREFULLY    MEASURED    BY    A   ROADOME- 

TEB,   AND  THE   DISTANCE    FItOM.    POINT  TO  TOINT,   IN 

ENGLISH   MILES,    ACCURATELY   SHOWN. 


BY    T,V.   CLAYTON. 


ST.    LOUIS: 

MO.  REPUBLICAN  STEAM  POWER  I>RES3— CHAMBERS  &.  KNAPP, 

1848. 


CoTY  ElCHT  secured,  by  W.  Clatton,  in  tbe  Clerk's  Office  of  tlie  District 
Court  of  tbe  United  States  for  tbe  District  of  Missouri. 
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When  the  author  first  compiled  (he  following  work,  it  was 
not  with  a  design  to  publish  it,  although  well  aware  of  the 
advantages  which  emigrants,  traveling  to  the  Valley  o?  icz 
G?.t.a?  Salt  Lake,  would  continually  realize  by  having  ;' 
in  their  possession.  However,  there  were  so  many 
plied  for  copies  of  it — and  the  labor  of  writing  a  cepv  '. 

iiderable,  as  well  as  requiring  much  tij  —  '  was  con- 
cluded to  publish  it  in  its  present  form,  by  which  means  it 
ca  -  be  afforded  at  a  price  which  will  bring  it  within  reach  of 
any  person  wishing  to  have  it. 

Many  works  have  heen  published,  and  maps  exhibited  "or 
struction  cf  emigrants,  bi  :  ~  v.e   which  ever  pr  ' 
to  set  forth  the  particulars  contained  in  this   work,  so  fi 
re  jards  the  route  from  Council  Bluffs  to  the  Great  Sa!:',  La!  e. 

The   iistanccs  from  point  to  point  are  shown  -     rear 

'.    ■■'.  ..  .   -  i  jn  measure;  and  by  this  means  the  traveler  can 

v,  each  day,  the  kind  of  country  lying  before  him,  an( 

.-  ,r  he  must  go  in  order  to  find  a  suitable  place  to  caim  at 
night.     ■ 

.emigrants  have  lost  many  of  their  teams  in  the  neigh!  or- 
hcod  of  the  Jllkali  lakes,  in  consequence  of  net  knowing  tl  3 
-  i  anoe  from  any  one  of  these  lakes  to  good  water.  By  pay- 
ing attention  to  the  remarks  in  this  work,  a  person  need  run 
;io  risk,  inasmuch  as  all  the  Alkali  lake.-:,  which  are  neai  I 
road,  arc  mentioned — and,  also,  the  places  where  an  encamp- 
ment can  be  formed  with  safety. 

The  author  feels  a  delicacy  in  saying  much  in  favor       '.  s 
"  G  ■•'  :,'"  but  is  well  aware  that,  when  its  merit.:  have 
tested  by  experience,  no  person  will  repent  of  having  pu  - 
chased  it.     It  is,  therefore,  submitted  cheerfully  to  the  con- 
•  tderatii  n  of  an  intelligent  public. 


Si.  Louis   J  '.,   IBth  March,  1S18. 
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EXPLANATION. 


In  the  following  tabic,  the  large  type  shows  the  prominent 

poii  ts  and  places  which  will  naturally  be  no'.iccd  by  the  emi- 

'.    The  first  column  of  figures  shows  the  distance  from 

point  to  point,  in  English  miles.    The  second  column  of  figures 

In   vs   the  total  distance  of  each  point  to  Winter  Quarters ; 

and  the,  third  column,  the  total  distance  of  each  point  to  the 

'"•••  iple  Block,  in  the  City  or  the  Great  Salt  Lake.    As, 

■    rxample : 

••  far  is  :    from  Winter  Quarters  to  Pappea? 
'     :mt.  (page'5,  second  line)  IS  miles. 
'•",•   far  from  Pappea  to  the  Elk  Horn  river? 
•oftswer.  (page  5,  second  and  third  lines)  9  miles,  S:c. 

tin:  How  far  :s  it  from  Raw  Hide  Creek  to  Port  John? 
.  '      "  ".  ''"  ge  11,  last  line)  12  miles. 
Hi  '..•  far  is  Fort  John  from  Winter  Quarters? 
Inswer.  (p.  12,  first  line)  522  miles. 

[ow  far  is  Fort  John  from  tiic  City  of  th~  Croat  Salt  Lake? 
Jlnswcr.  (p.  12,  third  column  of  figures)  500  miles. 
The  small  iype,  in  this  tabic,  contains  the  varioi  i    ■■■  <    •'■■ 
touching  the  nature  of  tiie  road,  lands,  and  '     adapt;  ion  for 
camping  purposes,  &c.     For  example: 

What  is  said  concerning  the  "La  Bontc  river?"     Page  13, 
second  line. 

Jlnswer.  "It  is  a  good  place  to  camp — being  plenty  of  tim- 
ber, grass  and  water" — the  necessaries  for  camping  purposes, 
I  '  consequently  can  be  depended  on.  But,  if  thought  advisa- 
ble to  go  a  little  further,  "  there  is  a  good  camping  place  a  mile 
further,"  consequently  you  have  choice  of  the  two  good  places, 
within  one  mile  of  each  other. 

What   is  said  of  a  branch  of  the    La.Bonte?    P^ge   13, 
*i!;'-u  line. 
Jlnswcr.  "  Doubtful  about  water ;"  consequently  not  safe  to 

di id  on  for  a  camp  ground.     It  is  also  said  that  the  "  banks 

are  sleep,"  which  shows  that  it  is  not  very  good  to  cross,  &:c. 
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PROMINENT  POINTS  AND  REMARKS. 
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Winter  Quarters,  Lat.  41°  IS'  53" 

The  roni  ?ncd,  bntvery  crocked,  foHu'.vi'KT'.hr  ri.l^cs 
-".■'■  passing  over  a  continual  succession  of  hills  and  ho* 

Pappea,  ten  feet  wide,  high  banks. 

::  imc  timber  on  tlie  creek,  but  it  i*  difficult  to  writer 
Al'tcr  this,  the  road  is  crooked  nnd  uneven  to  the 
torn. 

S  k  J    M"ii,  nine  rods  wide,  three  fret  deep. 

c  it  rattier  swift,  nnd  not  /cry  pleasant  to  lorry. 
Plenty  of  timber  on  itn  banks.    (Sec  Note  I.) 

>  sel  ,  ten  feet  wide,  steep  banks. 

This  creek  has  a  good  bridge  over  •;,  but  little  timber 
en  the  banks.     There  la   a  high   pi     ,    reeled  near  the 
guide  lo  it. 

Pii    e  river  and  .Liberty  Pole. 

Plenty  of  limber,  but  you  will  probably  have  to  gc 
to  the  river  tor  water — distance  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
The  nearest  and  best  rout  to  water  is  round  the  ep.si 
point  ot  the  timber. 

Small  Lake  (narrow)  south  side  the  road 

No  timber  on  the  Lake. 

Circular  Lake,  or  pond;  close  to  the  road 
(south.)      -   "     - 

No  timber,  in  the  neighborhood  of  this,  the  rom 
tuns  alongside  a  number  vf  pmall  lakes,  or  ponda,  iu: 
two  miles  ;  but  there  is  little  timber  n«*ar  thorn. 

P..  R.  and  T.,  road  joins  the  river,  Lat,  41° 
27'  5"         -      '  - 

This  is  a  point  where  n  branch  rS  the  river  ram 
round  an  inland,  on  which  is  plenty  of  timbc  r.  Not  mud 
woter  in  the  channel,  but  plenty  for  camping  purposes. 

n  Grave,  north  side  the  road. 

■  j  ■■■   lc  of  earth,  about  eighty  yards  north 

oT  '.:  c  r« 

.  nnd  T.,  road  jo:  Ivor. 

Plenty  of  timber  and  wa!  i'  '■■■■      :  I'm  rond 

Shell  creek,  12  ?:><y,;     te5  '.:'  et  deep. 

■  ■  ■  ■  i     iv f" '.  ■  ft  few           lower  i°  a  place 

f>  foi       *  '■■   iy  of  limber  o  .   After  this  yoti    vill  prob 

"i      ■  '  no         !)■    or    "■  ■  ilea,  without  turning  con- 

■    '•■  ■'    ■  ron I, 

lake,  south  side  of  the  re  ■  . 

Plenty  of  water  in  the  Spring  Dcnsnn,  '■■  t  none  in 
v.    Itwaa  entirely  dry,  October  18,  II  17. 
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PROMINENT  POINTS  AND  REMARKS. 


I   '■■).■.'■  i 
Dr^r.   WQm.  CofGSL 
miles.!  miles.  I     miles. 


II.  and  Iv.,  ro-.d  joins  the  river.    - 

■  this  point  you  will  have  four  or  five  miles  of 
hi  .  v  r,  Biintly  road 

Loi  •  Lake,  south  side  the  road.  - 

'  ere  9  it  little  limber  where  this  !nI:o  joins  the  river, 
ini    ■  ■  is  r  good  '.  n  iping  i>!acc. 

F<  rks  of  road  to  new  and  old  Pawnee  vil- 

Tl  "  li  ft  hand  road  lends  to  the  Pawnee  location  of 
?847     thoolh  r  to  (He  old  Village.  Tuo  latter  is  your  route. 

L  ike,  south  of  '.he  roar*.      - 

Plenty  of  timber  clc  le  to  ll  e  road.  The  banks  of  the 
Inke  are  high,  be,*,  there  u  a  small  poud  near,  where 
teams  can  wa,tcr. 

iou  ■  Poi  k — lake  and  Limber. 

O  po  ■■•  to  where  "the  Pawnees  were  located,  in  thej 
Ppring  of  lb  57,  and  is  a  good  place  to  camp 

■  id  timber,  south  of  the  road. 
jooking-gl:    s  creek,  1G  feet  wide,  2d     *  . 

".'  •■  ■■•  i-  a  poor  bridge  oyer  this  crco'x.  It  1b,  how, 
-v   r,         LiMicult  to  ford.    IMcnty  of  timber  on.  and  i  :a    it 

Long  Lake,  south  side  the  road.   - 

E  jmc  timber  ou  the  south  bank,  but  none  on  the  north 
Ride. 

*  •  tver  river,  25  feet  wide,  2  feet  deep. 

Cat.  41°  25'  13";  Long.  93°  0'  15".   ! 

Pii  nty  of  good  I  nib  t  on  both  eides.    There  arc  two 

■  r  tii  ■  ;  laces.  The  upper  one  is  good  ■  ■  -  •  in,  hut 

■  n  the    ippoaitc  side.  The  lower  one  not  good  going  d 

■  '  on  the  other  side. 

'  "  ib  creek,  five  feet  wide:    Lat,  41°  24' 
29";  Altitude,  1,090  feet,     - 

On  this  creek  the  old  Pawnee  mlmion  station  stands, 
but  is  m  '..  a  very  pnod  place  to  camp,  being  near  the  Paw- 
*  c->  cornfields.    The  creek  wua  (.try.  October  1G,  18-17. 

Ash  creek,  12  feet  wide,  one  foot  deep. 

dome  limber,  but  not  n  very  good  chniei  tn  ennip. 

Ford  of  the  Loup  Fork :  Lat.  ir  22' I  1". 
Long.  DS3  11'  0". 

Tliii  w  the  pioneer's  ford,  but  i*  considered  rot  so] 

pOi  ■'  '-i  the  upper  ford.     River  about  300  yards  wido. 

Old  Pawnee  village.  ..- 

Formerly  occupied  by  the  Grand  Pnwnee  and  Tappssi 
bnndsj  hut  burned  by  the  Sioux, in  the  Knit  of  1S1G.  j 

Cedar  ere':';,  S  rods  wide,  2  feet  deep.  - 

Some  timber,    ind  plenty  of  willow.     After  this,  the 
road  runs  on  the  bottom,  throush    big!    ■■'.'.  for  some 
■    ■•,  and  gradual  y  rises  to  higher  '  m  ■■■ 

Iload  descends  to  low-land  again- 
Yon  will  now  find  eome  deep  ravines  to  cross,  but! 
none  difficult. 

Road  leaves  the  river,  and  turns  up  a  ravine. 

Ifier  '  cendiu  ■  the  hi  ;licr  1  md.  the  road  is  good  and 
1  ivel,  exi  cpt  crowing  the  deep,  '.'-■  y  ravines. 

Road  descends  into  a  rayine. 

Voi  travel  up  this  ravine  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  mostly! 

•  i  u.  h  '■-•'■'  grase  I 
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PROMINENT    POINT3  AND  REMARKS. 


I    From   j     i'Vum 
Dl3T.  I\V  Ong.  CofCSL 
milfS-j  miles.  I    ni'.pe. 


Old  Pawnee  village,  south  side  the  roar 

On  tho  banks  of  tho  Loup  Fork,  but  most 
nlroyed. 

Road  descends  from  the  bluffs. 

Alter  descending  here,  you  cross  a  creel;  twel* 
wide,  and  one  foot  deep — bunks  GoTt,  buK.  no'.  <\\:'. 
You  then  travel  through  high  jjolss  and  small  bushes 

Roacl  ascends  the  bluffs. 

After  traveling  about  lour  miles,  then  turning 
frnn-  the  road,  so  :^s  to  strike  the  timber  you  sec  i 
w-iero  it  meets  tho  river,  the  road  can  be  shortCi 
least  a  half  mile. 

Upper  ford  cf  the  Loup  Fork.     - 

1'ou  will  Jmd  tho  water  in  eomo  places  n^ar  'J  loct 
deep,  and  will  have  to  travel  duwo  the  river  about  half  a 
mile  to  avoid  deep  holes,  and  find  a  goad  placr  lo  got  out. 
(.See  Koto  3.) 

Road  ascends  (he  bluffs,       - 

After  ascending  the  blulls  you  wiU  Had  a  heavy,  sandj 
road  for  (ivoor/alx  miles. 

Prairie  creek,  12  'bet  wide  li  fee:  deep. 

Plenty  of  water  and  grass,  but  no  timber.  Qcnkd. 
BQmc  soft  and  miry.  R-y  taking  a  south-west  course  from 
this  crook,  you  would  strike  Wood  rivdrsix  or  eight  mUct 
above  tho  old  croesing  place,  (hid  thence  crossing  to  the 
Pldtto,  by  a  conn  o  a  Httlo  west  of  south,  the  road  may  b< 
shortened  at  least  five  miles. 
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creek. 


Main  Platte  river.       - 

You  do  not  com.;  within  two  miles  of  the  river,  until 
you  arrive  at  Wood  river. 

Wood  river,  12  feet  wide,  one  foot  deep. 

Plenty  of  tiftibcr,  and  a  ^ood  place  to  enrap.  li-mV. 
•  ■  ■  rtjf,  steep,  and  some  soft — but  good  going  out 
The  road  now  generally  runs  f rum  one  to  two  miles  uistonl 
Fram  the  main  Platte, 

Road  descends  to  lower  land. 

The  road  now  runs  near  the  Limber  fur  two  mile? 
Tho  grass  i*  high,  and  a  good  chance  to  camp,  wi:l:t,>tfi 
turnmg  oir  tho  ro  id. 
Road  ascends  to  higher  land. 

You  will  probably  have  to  turn  oil  the  road  some,  for 
the  ncxi  crimping  place. 

Deep  ravine — sleep  descent.    '     - 

ci         *    u  _ 

Two  and  a  quarter  miles  beyond  this,  la  *  good  plac. 
to  camp,  there  Iwin  f  pto nly  of  grasi  and  water.  on  a  low 
bench,  about  twenty  rt-tod  south  ot  the  road.  There  i*.  how- 
ever, no  timber  but  willow. 

D:o]>  dry  creek.  - 

No  timber  on  it. 

Creole  cr  slough,  south  side  the  road.    - 

Plenty  of  willows  and  grass,  but  doubttui  for  water,    j 

Deep,  dry  creek.         - 

The  hi»ad  of  Grand  I 'and  is  about  opposite  to  thlsi 
ereelc,  hut  tho  road  uow  runs  90  f.iv  Iron?.  tUo  river,  we 
could  not       ei  L-alu  exactly.  i 
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PROMINENT   POINTS  AND  REMARKS. 


I  From  l     hYoin 
■i8T.WOns.jCol';  S  L 
.  Ice.    miloe.       initea 


Elm  creek.         -         -         -         - 

35 

221 

810 

1  ■-.  ■■■    banks,  plenty  of  timber,  but  no  water,  October 
9.1C47. 

Road  leaves  the  river  near  timber. 

S3 

2273 

803J 

Thi  ■  i'  ;i  pretty  good  camping  placo. 

Buffalo  creek,  south- side  the  road. 

j 

228; 

8025 

A   wide  croc  c,  with  deep  banke,  but  no  limber  ex 

rcpt  a  few  willow  bnshi  >.    The  road  runs  ulomjsido  thl* 

.  ■ , ii ■■■  for  three  and  u  hull"  miles. 

Crossing  of"  Buffalo  creek.  - 

3 

2313 

7995 

It.  and  H-,  road  runs  near  the  river. 

7. 

239', 

7912 

Pretty  Rood  chnncc  to  camp. 

R,  and  11.,  road  runs  near  tlie  river. 

5' 

244J 

786.* 

Ph  nty  01  uutlulo  grass,  nntl  short  prairic-groas.  Plenty 

ol  t.  i. j 'i  on  i<'i  inland,  close  by. 

^Villow  Lake,  south  of*  the  road.  - 

7 

251 1 

779.5 

•    iod  nlaco  to  water  Lemna,  but  v.o  timber  for  camp 

:.                 i  ce. 

Ptah  Lake,  south  of  the  road. 

7: 

2595 

7713 

The  li  Ice  [along  nntl  very  crooked.     About  i  mile  be< 

fore  y an  arrive  at  it,  the  road  runs  near  the  river  a  little 

piei   -,      en  leaves  i    again. 

Deep,  dry  creek.         - 

2'-, 

2GI3 

7095 

Low,  saiv.lv  blufTs,  extending1  to  the  river. 

14 

2753 

7555 

It.  and  R.  near  the  Sandy  Bluffs :  Latitude 

41°0'47".          -  *     - 

*> 
O 

27S3 

7525 

After  leaving  this  place,  ibo  road  leaves  the  river,  and 
nwo  pear  tin*  footol  the  bluffs,  to  avoid  a  bad  jwnmp 

You  will  iuh  strike  the  river  lor  sixteen  miles,  but  will 

have  no  difficulty  in  finding  feed  and  wutcr. 

Skunk  creek,  six  feet  wide. 

2 

2803 

7505 

Crossing  of  Skunk  creek.     - 

5 

286J 

7443 

Unnks  aoinc  sort,  but  not  difficult.    No  timber. 

Lake  or  marsh,  south  of  the  road. 

1 

2875 

7433 

Lake,  south  of  the  road.       - 

i 

2883 

7425 

plenty  of  grass  and  water,  but  no  timbof  nearer  than 

five  or  nix  miles. 

Gcod  spring  of  cold  water.  - 

,'  ! 

293 

738 

At  the.  foot  of  the  bluff's,  north  of  the  road,  ind  at  the 

head  of  thn  Pawnee  swamps. 

.Low,  sandy  bluffs.       - 

7  j 

2944 

Tills  Isooposlto  to  the  Junction  of  the  north  and  south 

forks  o(  IMaltfe  river.    Lat.4l°7'  44" ;* Lonij.  100°  47'  15"; 

Altitude,  v,<x>  feet. 

Carrion  creek,  10  feet  wide,  one  foot  deep. 

3J 

2973 

Good  place  forgrnss,  but  no  timber  near. 

R.  Jv.  and  T.,  road,  river  and  timber.    - 

-13 

302.^ 

7283 

Good  place  to  camp. 

Last  timber  on  north  side  the  river. 

33 

3065 

7243 

You  will  find  no  more  timber  on  the  north  side  the 

river  for  two  hundred  miles,  except  one  lone  tree.     Your 

oly  dependence  lor  fuel  vtiii  be  buffalo  chips  and  drill 

lo,  deep  creek.       - 

1\ 

308', 

7223 

Plenty  of  water,  October  4, 1847.  The  banks  ore  high 

bat  -  oc '  tid  to  croaa. 
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PROMINENT  POINTS  AND  REMARKS. 


t   From   I     from 
Dis*. IWQas  CofGSL 

nil>:  9. 1  milee.  I    miles. 


md  E..,  road  joins  the  river. 


S.  R.  and  lake,  road  and  river  near  a  bayou. 

Oppoite  to  tbiB  p'r.cc  are  eevcrnl  island.?,  covered 
with  willow  bushee,  which  will  r.nswer  for  fuel,  an£  there 
is  little  difficulty  in  getiiog  to  ic 

Black  mud  creek.  -     .   -        - 

Pluaty  of  water.  October  3,  1357,  bat  llttlo  feed  for 
tcatni. 

R 

After  this,  the  road  a*ain  leaves  the  river,  until  you 
arrive  at  the  north  Bluff  Fork.    Road  good,  but  poor  feed. 

Smal]  creel:.        - 

Steep  banks,  but  very  little  water. 

North  Bluff  Fork,  6  rods  wide,  2  feet  deep.j 

Swift  current,  muddy  water,  low  banks,  fjuick-eaucl 
bottom,  but  not  bod  to  cro^g.    Poor  place  fur  jrras>8. 

Sandy  Bluffs,  east  foot.         - 

The  mad  over  tbcBe  Muffs  Is  very  crooked,  but  not 
bud.  If  ft  road  can  be  made  up  the  bed  of  the  liver,  it; 
would  Have  at  least  two  miles  travel.  j 

Sandy  Bluffs,  west  foot.        - 

By  following  the  foot  of  the  bluff?,  after  this,  ^b?  road 
may  be  shortened  at  least  a  mile,  and  be  equally  113  good  a 
road  nffto  follow  the  river. 

2d.  Sandy  Bluffs,  east  foot.  - 

These  bluffs  are  hard  on  teams,  being  mostly  eoft  sand.i 

2d.  Sandy  Bluffs,  west  foot. 

Bluff  Creek,  4  feet  wide,  1  foot  deep.   - 

After  this,  the  road  maybe  made  considerably  shorter,! 
by  folio  wins;  the  foot  of  the  bluffs. 

3d.  Sandy  Bluffs,  east  foot.  - 

These  bluffs  are  sandy,  and  heavy  on  teams.  Near  the] 
vest  side  you  will  find  several  steep  places  to  descend,  but 
he  :  difficult,  the  Band  being  eofr. 

Small  creek,  running  between  the  bluffs. 

Many  small  Lizards  on  the  sandy  places,  butthsy  ap- 
pear to  be  perfectly  harmless. 

Sandy  Bluffs,  west  foot.       - 
Bluff  Spring  and  small  creek  200  yards, 
and  one  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  - 

In  the  neighborhood  of  these  creeks  the  land  i* 
swampy  mid  soir.  The  road  was  made  close  to  the  b!u!l? 
to  :.■■ '.'.'.  the  swamps. 

Petite  creek,  4  feet  wide,  9  inches  deep. 

plenty  of  water,  soaio  muddy,  October  1, 18-37.  X-nti 

tud<    'i-  10'  CO". 

Ficanninni  creek,  3  feet  wide. 

Good  spring  water,  and  plentiful,  October  1.  If 47. 

Gees':*  creek,  30  feet  wide,  3  inches  deep. 

After  crossing  this,  you  pais  over  a  low  range  o 
bluffs,  very  1  rtndy,  but  only  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide  ;  the) 
you  descend  on  the  bottom  land  again,  but  will  find  it  sol 
i.nd  springy. 

Smalt  spring  creek.     - 

3  »ny  springs  of  cold  water  at  the  foot  of  tho  bluffs. 

Small  creek,  4  feet  wide.     - 

Plenty  of  cljur  cold  water,  October  1, 1S-J7. 


14  3091  72U 
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PROMINENT  POINTS  AND  REMARKS. 


from 

1     l-'rom 

DrsT. 

W  Qn3. 

cores:- 

m'les. 

mile*. 

1    milea. 

Duck-weed  creek,  10  feet  wide.  - 

) 

A 

3461 

684$ 

Abundance  of  iroort,  cold  spring  water,  Oct.  1,  19^7. 

Sho  ;  stream,  3  feet  wide.   - 

o 

3483 

032} 

Dry,  October  1  !?■!?. 

Rattles.m  ke  ere-;';,  20  feet  wide,  1 A  ft.  deep. 

3  a 

352^ 

678a 

Swift  current,  sandy  bottom,  but  not  bad  to  cro'js. 

2edar  Bluffs. 

1?} 

354 

G77 

tha  Boutli  Bido  tho  river.    Lat.4l°13'44"    Lon^. 

o:    ...' 

.'    ■■■  •:,  six  feet  wide.  • 

5 

359 

.  672 

Wat  :r  s  m'.y, September  30,1517.  Lar.d/ji  thlaneigh- 

1  01  ho  ti,  ■:  itidy. 

':■■■  ';,  four  feet  wide.         - 

> 

- 

359A 

07!} 

1  !  i«ty  ,v  wa»cr,  September  30, 1S47, 

Crooked  Creuk,  avc  feet  wide.     - 

A 

3593 

67  a 

I  i  :it;.  of  water,  3  tptcmbex  .. ),  1  i  i  7, 

Camp  Creek,  eight  feet  wide. 

4 

3633 

00 1 3 

Two  creeks  he  -e,  about  Lhe  samo  size,  but  a  few  rods 

fipnri — water  cold  and  pl<  nty,  September  30,  134*.    Nc 

■'nn.i-  ibey  riac  lr  jm  sprinps, 

Cj  ■■  ik,  three  feet  wide.        - 

4 

367.] 

6^3} 

I     i  iv  o.    vatcr,  May  20,  but  dry,  September  30,  13-17. 

?on  1  Creek,  four  feel  \vi  ie. 

% 

3GS 

663 

K-y,  ?i  ^icmb.  r  30,  near  the  river,  but  further  north 

mm;   pi  r  .!■  and  tall  gross. 

P   ill  Creek,  20  feet  wide.  .... 

i". 

369;, 

661 ' 

A    »ho  ■:■  it  foot  oi  Sandj    Slufo,  which  are  had  to 

tops   you  .vi.:  probably  have  to  double  teams,  :f  heavy 

>;  i-  ;  Blufts,  west  foot.        -  .       - 

j 

370} 

6603 

Two  hundred  yard  further,  1?  a  crce!(  five  feet  wide. 

Watch  Creek,  8  feet  wide,  and  2  feet  deep. 

O   1 

3733 

057-} 

Afii  r  U.i-\  the  road  runs  pretty  near  the  river  honks, 

to  uvi  id  =cinu  swam^a  near  the  bluffs. 

"  L'  ne  Tree,*'  north  side  the  river. 

43 

37S 

653 

Abruit  three  hundred  yards  south  from  the  road. 

Ash  Hollow,  south  side  lhe  river. 

23 

3S0.J 

650} 

So  named  from  n  grove  of  Ash  timber  growing  on  It. 

It  oecupii  >  :•  fepaee  <  f  about  lificcn  or  twenty  acres,  and 

la  surrounded  iw  hijih  blulfa, 

Castle  Creek,  C  rods  wide,  2  feet  docp. 

3 

OQO.T 
0004 

617} 

Sw  ift  current,  quick-sand  bottom,  water  muddy.  Low 

banks',  bur  not  epod  to  cross,  on  account  of  quick-sands. 

Castle  Bluffs,  south  side  the  river. 

4} 

3S3 

643 

You  ero93  no  more  erecka  of  wntcr.  until  you  arrive 

-tt  Crab  creek,  twenty-five  and  n  half  milea^from  here. 

The  r  tad  yood,  except  in  one  place,  where  you  travel 

three-fourtha  of  a  mile  over  tand. 

Sand  Hill  creek,  12  feet  wide,  south  side 

the  road.     - 

5 

3883 

642} 

Near  some  gaudy  *uound?.ou  the  north  side  tho  road 

Creek  or  slouch.         - 

Mi 

390} 

64  Oi- 

Dry. 

Creek  or  slough. 

.Dry. 

Safidy  Bluffs,  east  foot.        -        -        -    i 

?a 

3973 

(,'0  0  I 

3  1 

40031 

630} 

II 


PROMINENT  rOIMTS  AND  HEMARK9, 


milco. 


r'rum  I 
WQwC 
miles. 


ofGSt. 
mile  i. 


Sandy  Bluffs,  west  Too:. 
Dry  creek,         - 
Dry    do- 
Dry  creek,  oD  feet  wide.     - 

The  road  roasnenr  the  river,  from  hero  to  Crab  creek- 
Crab  Creek,  20  feet  wide,  very  shoal- 
Two  miles  further  you  will  pee  bot.o  high  bh: 3a  on 
the  right,     f.y  ascending  onr.  of  the  highest  you  will  Bee 
Chimney  Rock,  to  the  west. 

Small  lake,  south  of  the  road 

f.'nod  chnnce  to  caTnp.wituoutturnlng  from  the  road. 

Cobble  Hills,  east  foot.         - 

Yon  cross  three  dry  creeks  beforo  you  arrive  here 
and  then  you  travel  over  another  range  of  sandy  bluffs— 
ascent  prelty  steep,  but  not  very  sandy. 

Cobble  Hills,  west  foot.       - 

After  you  descend  on  the  low  land,  you  wi!I  find  i: 

mostly  sandy  for  ten  milca,  r.udin  some  places* very  heavy 
drawing. 

"Ancient  Bluff  Ruins,"  north  side  the  road. 
Latitude  41°  33'3rr, 

Reaembl  ng  the  ruin«  of  anch  nt  castles,  fortifications, 
A-c.  ;  but  visitors  nm=t  be  cautious,  on  account  of  the 
many  rnttlc-unakeB  lurluug  round,  and  concealed  in  Lhe 
!■',- :  a  of  the  bluffs. 

El.  and  R.,  read  joins  tlic  r'.\  er. 

Good  pi  ice  to  camp.    After  this,  the  road  runs  near 

the  river,  until  you  arrive  at  the  next  low  Bandy  rid. 


Low 


\y  bluffs,  cast  foot 


Low  sandy  bluffs,  west  foot. 

Afti  r  this,  the  land  for  several  miles,  is  soft 
wmtbi  r,  Ii   '  good  traveling  in  dry  weather. 

t(  Chimney  Rock,"  (meridian)  south 
the  river.    - 

The  hichcr  land  now  begins  to  be  sandy  and  I 
Man]  .'  '■'-''  pcara-Mnd  Wild  Sage,  which  continue] 
throusrti  (ho  remainder  of  the  journey. 

Sc  >tt's  Bhtffs,  (mer.)  south  side  the  r 

"  n-  road  h<  re  is  near  enoush  to  the  river  to 
Lat.oi  m<  rLl;an.41°  50'  52".;  Lou-.-.  10J°20' 


In  wel 

side 


arrco. 
noslly 


IV  er. 

camp 


Spring  Creek,  10  feet  wide,  S  inches  deep 

Bo  tli  of  the  road.  You  do  not  cross  it,  but  travel  hull 
n  mile  a'.oiv  ilde.    Good  water,  and  in. my  trout  in  it. 

II.  and  R.,  road  runs  near  the  river. 

' !  chance  to  rump. 

Low  san  ly  bluffs,  north  side  the  road. 

Vou  trim  i  at  the  foot  of  these  blulls,  but  will  find  the 
road  sandy  and  heavy  on  tennis. 

Creek,  about  200  yards  south  of  road. 

By  nsc<  riding  one  of  the  highest  bluflTn  near,  you  have 
a  view  ol  "  Laramie  I'calt"  in  the  Elack  Kills. 

Timber,  north  side  the  river. 

Road  hiyro  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  riv^r- 
nftertl  is.  generally  fron  one  to  t**o  miles  distant.  Th 
rond,  to  Li  rnmic.   ■•;'•  y  snn  ly. 

"  Raw  Hide"  creek,  1  rod  wide.  : 

L'lenty  of  water,  June  let,  but  dry,  Sept.  ID,  18-17. 
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PROMINENT  POINTS  AND  HLMaIIKS. 


I  I'ront    J     Ir'ij 
rsT.  WQns.CofGSL 

illc-s  I  niiV-^.  !     miles. 


5291    mi 


3  534; 


5363 
537* 


t      43 


■: 


2      54Q-t 


106-5 

4943 


"port  John"  or  Laramie  ford.     -         -     j  12  I  522  j    509 

The  fort  toys  about  one  nnd  a  half  m!1c6  west  froml 
ihc  river.  The  lord  is  good  in  low  water.  River  103  yards  j 
wide.    (SoeXote3.)  j 

Steep  hill  to  descend.  -  7-1 

The  descent  being  over  rock,  and  very  steep,  makes] 
It  dangerous  to  wagons,  but  it  is  not  lengthy. 

Steep  hill  to  ascend  and  descend.  -     j     4? 

^  In  traveling  o  -er  thta  bill,  you  will  find  the  mad  rockj ! 
in  places,  nnd  about  half  way  over  there  is  a  eudden  turn! 
jn  the  road  over  rough  roelt-j,  wliicli  io  dangerous  to  wag-] 
one,  if  enro  io  not  taken. 

Road  leaves  the  river.  - 

At  this  point,  i'»o  road  bends  to  the  south-west,  leaving 
the  river.  "You  will  not  come  to  tke  river  banks  again  for] 
eighty  miles. 

"  Warm  Springs,"  Lat.  42°  15'  6".       -     |     12 

This  is  n  very  btrong  flprinsf  ol  clear  water,  but  it  Isl 
wanner  than  river  iv  iter,  ot  all  seasons  of  the  year 

Very  steep  bluff,  half  a  mile  up.  -         -         1:' 

■*  ;forc  nrrivu  ■  ot  thi  >,  you  pass  through  a  narrow  ra-i 
vine,  between  blu'ifr.    'ibo  nsccnt  is  un;)!':03ai:t,  011  v.c 
count  of  cobble  sroncs. 

"Porter's  Rock,"  left  of  the  road. 

A  i_n i  1  -.  L-oyond  chid,  you  descend  '.o  t)ic  lower  landi 
if  ja!n.    The  descent  Jh  steep,  lengthy  and  sandy. 

Bitter  Creek  and  Cold  Spring. 

This  was  dry,  September  13.  liereisplci  rj  of  timber,' 
end  if  there  io  no  Whter,  you  will  Jinu  plenty  thrco  and  u 
half  miles  further. 

Bitter  Creek— second  crossing.     - 
.  lend  in  the  roc:.        - 

Road  turns  60tith  about  two  hundred  yards,  to  avoid 
n  deep  rav'nc,  then  baclc  again  the  cmue  distance. 

De;  d  Timber  creek,  10  feet  wide.         -  8    550 

Plenty  of  llnibur,  grars  e,ud  water. 

Creek,  south  side  the  road.  -         -     j 

You  don't  oro-a  ihts  cicelt,  but  go  just  above  It.    It's 

a  pood  chance  to  camp,  '    j 

Small  creek  and  spring  :  Lat.  42°  21'  51"  ' 

Not  Fnfc  to  depend  on  for  n  camping  plnee.^  Little 
cross  and  not  much  ivator— dry,  September  13, 13-17. 

yteep  hill,  quarter  irn!e  up.  -         -     ! 

Pleasant  view  of  the  surrounding  country  from  the 
summit.  The  di  see  it  steep  in  several  places,  and  mi  ny 
cobble  stones  in  the  road. 

"Horse  Creek"  and  Heber's  Spring.    - 

The  spring  lays  n  little  to  the  right  of  the  road,  at  the 
edge  of  timber.  ■ '  it  is  dry.  'here  io  wctcr  in  the  creek. 
tbov.t  cno  hundred  yards  r.orth  from  thi*  spring. 

Bluff  sths  of  a  mile  to  the  summit. 

1  id  :ult  o  ascend  on  account  of  fix  or  seven  b'.i  ep 


542:',!     4SS3 


546*     4845 


■•  ■■  ■  where  you  will  probably  have  to  double  tcarflo. 

Small  creek:  Lat.  42°  29'  68".     -        -     J 

Alter  crossing  this, you  cross  (ivo others,  '.bcut  a  mPe, 
opar  ,  but  none  o"f  I)  em  safe  to  d.-jjeu-1  on  for  a  carapingj 
piece,  beiej;  little  grass,  and  leea  (il  any)  water. 
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PROMINENT  POINTS   AND  REMARKS 


!t' ruin.   |     Krua: 
WQjiB.ICoiGSL 
miles.  !     miles. 


5th  small  creek  i'rom  the  last. 

After  croisine.  this,  you  ascend  a  high  Muff,  the  top  of  j 
which  la  a  succession  ot  hilfcj  and  hollows  lor  five  milce.j 
The  road  is  good,  but  crooked. 

"  La  Bonte"  river,  30  feet  wide,  2  ft.  deep.| 

Good  place  to  camp— plenty  of  timber,  grae?,  and 
writer.  There  is  also  a  good  chance,  amile  i'urlbc.  Pleti-jj 
of  wild  mint  on  the  creek, 

Branch  of  La  Bonte,  10  feet  wide,  IS  inch- 
es deep.      - 

Doubtful  about  water,    Steep*  hanlcs.    You  hare  now 
traveled  near  a  mile  over  this  dark, red  sand,  nnd  will  find 
!t  continue  three  and  a  half  miles  further. 
Very  small  creek.        - 

Little  chance  for  grass,  and  *eec  for  water.  One  mile 
beyond  this,  you  necend  another  bluff,  but  the  road  is  tol 
erably  Btraigut  and.  goud.  Look  out  for  toads  with  horn* 
and  tails. 

Very  small  creek.  *• 

Very  poor  chance  for  camping. 

Very  small  creek.       - 

The  road  mns  down  the  channel  of  this  ercnk*  near 
t'vo  hundred  yards,  but  there  is  little  grass  en  it. 

A  La  Prele  river,  one  rod  wide,  2  ft.  deep. 

Current  rapid — good  place  to  camp.  Land  bctwwj 
creeks  mostly  sandy  and  barren.  Road  from  here  lo  the 
P'attc  very  uneven,  being  a  succession  of  hills  and  hollows, 

Small  creek.       - 

No  place  to  camp — donbtfu:  for  water. 

Box  Elder  creek,  5  feet  wide. 

Clear  water,  and  plenty — but  not  much  grass.  Kol 
very  ;    -  1  to  cross,  banks  being  steep.   Some  timber  on  it 

Fourche  Boise  river,  '30  feet  wide,  2  feet, 
deep:  Lat.  42°  51' 5". 

Current  rapid.    Plenty  of  good  grass  and  timber. 

North  fork  of  Platte  river.  - 

Not  much  grass  here.  You  will  ;»ov;  find  a  sandy  ror.c 
nxd  heavy  travulinsr. 

"  Deer  Creek,"  30  feet  wide,  two  feet  deep 
Lat.  42°  52'  50":  Altitude,  4,864  feet 

Lovely  place  !o  CBmp.  S^'ift  current,  clear  water, 
ncd  ubL'-Tv  rdco  of  'irh .  Xice  grove  of  timber  on  the  banks, 
•iij  !  c  con!  mine  about  it  qnnrter  oi*  a  L-iilc  rip,  on  the  ei,..ci 
Bide.  After  this,  you  will  find  sandy  reads  for  nice  miles, 
hv.tnot  much  gr.Tss. 

Deep  hollow,  or  ravine — steep  banks.  - 
Sudden  bend  in  the  road.     - 

To  avoid  a  deep  ravine. 

Grove  of  timber  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 

Good  chance  to  camp.    Let.  42°  5V  47". 

Crooked,  muddy  creek,  '2  ft.  wide,  I  deep. 

Not  good  to  crou— otcep  bonks.  Pleoty  oi'  grasp,  but 
no  wood. 

Muddy  creek,  3  feet  wide.  - 

Soft  banks  nnd  bn  I  'a  crees.  Considerable  email  lira 
ner,  but  little  grasp.    Aiier  this,  good  but  crooked  rotid. 

Deep  gulf. 
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Dist, 


i'tom  I    r'rora 
'.VQbs.  CofQSL 
ro:!ca  1    niitee. 


Creek,  two  feet  wide.  « 

N  i  ■  '.'cc  to  cunjp. 

Muddy  creek,  5  feet  wide,  !•'  feet  deep. 

No  chnnca  to  canin. 

2  ravines,  near  together  :  Lat.  42'  51r44". 

Opposite  !.>re  'iv.ro  is  a  fording  place,  where  cempa 
nlC£  E  '      ■   .•'  *  lv0  forded  the  * h ■■:-. 

Crc<  '  five  feet  wide.  3 

A  jundnncc  of  Itsh,  early  m  t'ie  ocasop,  but  :»tlTo  grass. 

i  ■■■'  :.■■  ■  mbt  r. 

Upper  Plaits  ferry  and  ford. 

:  ■'■",•<:  rued  m,  |  some  timber  on  bot!i  sMea  tho  river 
(See  Note -J.)    Lat.  HP  CO'  i3".    Altitude  4,975  feet.  i 

R  >ad  turns  south,  and  rises  a  long  hill.  - 

A  rent  gradual.    Many  singular  looking  rocks  on  the 

south  side.    De&cent  rough  and  crooked.    Towards  Uu| 
loot,  road  verv  uneven. 

Mineral  spring  and  lake..  5 

(■■  i  dO.\  ■■  :  poisonous.  No  bad  taste  to  tho  water,  un- 
'■-■  '  t  •■  -..  s  tt'j  '•  -  it.  In  thntcaso  it becomea black, 
and  ia  Joubtle  ■.  ]  risonous.    No  tirabur  rj?ur. 

Rock  avenue  and  steep  descent.   - 

Ti  i  i  o  id  here  p  issca  between  high  rocks,  forming  i 
.ti"'l  of  avenue  or  gateway,  lor  a  quarter  of  ft  mile. 

Alfc  ili  swamps  ard  springs.    . 

This  ought  to  be  avoided  rs  r.  enmping  ground-:— it  It 
n  d  ir.l]  valley,  eur rounded  by  high  blufta.  Tlie  land  ex- 
ceeding mivy,  and  Eincllabad,  There  ia  a  creek  of  goou 
iv  -  ■  north-wcat.  No  timber  an-J,  little  gress.  Next  mile, 
rough  road. 

S  nail  stream  of  clear  spring  water. 

<  tot  d  camphrg  place.    Plenty  of  ltck,  but  no  wood 

"Willow  Spring."      - 

/■  i  m  [hree  rods  west  of  ih?  road,  at  the  foot  of  wil- 
>0"v  bushes  Watci  c  >2dand  good — grass  plenty,  but  croc  J1 
:o  '  e  miry. 

"Prospect  Hill,"  (summit.) 

pleasant  view  of  tHo  surrounding  country,  to  the 
:'■  1 1     Water  mountains. 

Bad  slough.        - 

Plenty  of  gross,  bur  little  "..iter.  A  mfo  further  is  i. 
lull,  both  steep  ascending  and  descending. 

Creek,  300  yards  south  of  road.  -        /■ 

Plenty  of  grass,  but  r.o  wood. 

S  nail  creek,  left  of  the  road. 

< :  ass  ;  icntiful,  but  doubtful  for  water,  m,d  no  wood  ! 
The  road  runs  alongside  tbis  creek  for  hr,!f  u  mile. 

Grease-wood  creek,  G  feet  wide  1  ft.  deep.)     13 

Very  little  grass,  and  no  foe,  but  wi!d  sope.  Itoucj 
from  li-jro  10  the  Sweet  \Vn(  v  i-iudy,  and  very  heavy. 

Alkali  springs  and  lakes.     -         -         -         6i 

Here  t'ticr  your  palcraitus  from  n!*Ve.  west  of  tbc-j  , 
road      Land  ai-  unipv,  u:ul  smell?  bad.    Water  poisonous  i 

"Sweet-water" liver,"  8  rods  wide,  2  ft. 

deep. \.  4i 

Bwifcr  trrcnt — cood  water.  Grass  plentiful,  bullittle] 
tirob'f.    (KeoNowB) 
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morCTNENT  POINTS  ANT;    REMARKS. 


DlST. 

miles. 


biom  f     From 
WQcs .  CofGSL 

miles.       miles. 


Independence  Rock  and  ford. 

On  the  north  Bide  of  the  river—  about aix hundred 
yard  a  lonp,  and  n  hundred  and  twenty  wide,  composed  OJ 
nuvd  Granite.    (See  Note  £-) 

Devil's  Gate.      -        -  •      - 

A  little  west  from  the  rond.  Too  river  here  passes 
I^ctwecn  perpendicular  rocks  Jour  hundred  feet  high. — 
Tine  is  a  curiosity  worthy  of  a  traveler's  notice. 

Creek  two  feet  wide.  - 

Not  5001I  to  cross.  The  road  runs  near  the  river 
bunks  for  ten  miles  after  this. 

Creek,  6  feet  wide,,  - 

Good  to  croes.  Water  and  gras^  plenty,  but  laeke] 
timber.  You  will  find  gross  all  along  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  but  very  little  wood. 

Deep  ravine  and  creek.       - 

Pienty  of  grass  and  water,  but  no  wood. 

Deep  ravine  and  creek.       -        -        - 

Doubtful  for  water. 

Road  !i  aves  the  river  :  Lftt.  42°  28'  25''.   ' 

.'''  '<!  after  this,  sandy  and  heavy,  and  pas°cB  over  p.( 
hieh  biuir.  Laud  barren  fur  sevea  and  a  half  miles. 
(Si  a  Note  G.) 

Alkali  Lake. 

On  the  left  of  the  road. 

Sage  creek.        - 

No  grass.  Iliohbr'nlcs.  Doubtful  for  water,  but  Wild! 
Ssge  plei  :  :ful.  One  and  three-quarter  miles  further  yoe 
arrive  on  Ihe  river  banks  a;ain. 

Cre  k,  three  feet  wide.       - 

Doubtful  for  water,  but  the  road  runs  closo  to  the 
river. 

■  velly  bluff.    -         -         -         - 

Left  ot  the  road,  and  a  very  good  place  to  camp. 

Bilter-colton-wood  creek.    - 

Lfu!  for  water  and  grass.  Some  timber  on  It.  Af-j 
ter  Mils,  the  road  leaves  the  liver  fornix  miles. 

Road  arrives  at  the  river.     -         -         - 
Leave  the  old  road  and  ford  the  river.  -     j 

fly  fording  here,  the  road  is  shorter,  an.?  you  avoid. 
much  v'i  ry  heavy,  sandy  road,    Lat.  42°  Ul'  GO". 

Itoa-.1.  turns  between  the'  rocky  ridges.   - 

A  cr  this,  you  ford  the  river  twice — but  it  is  easily 
forded.    Then  the  road  leaves  the  river  again. 

Ford  No.  4 — good  camping  place. 

Ailer  tl  is,  the  road  leaves  the  river  again,  and  you 
'■  ill  '  ■  Gnd  no  water  fit  to  drink  for  sixteen  and  a 

'  «!         Ics. 

Ice  Spring.         ...... 

This  is  <>n  n  low,  swampy  spot  of  land  on  the  right 
of  the  road.  Ice  may  r:>'rier;L''y  le  found,  by  digging  down 
about  two  feet.  There  are  two  rdkali  lakes  a  little  further. 

Alkali  springs.  - 

On  the  left  of  the  ro*d 

Steep  descent  from  the  bluffs. 
Ford  of  Sweet-water,  No.  5. 

Pii  nty  pi  ;-"!.  •  Brass  and  willow  bushes.  Elver  about 
three  rods  wide,  and  two  foot  deep. 
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PROMINENT  POINTS   AND  REMARKS. 


S  Krorn  I     hrom 
Disr.|WQns.|CofGSL 
mUce.i  milep.  j    miles. 


Crcr*k  a  rod  wide.       - 

Doubtful  for  water. 

Bluff  or  hill,  li  miles  to  summit. 

Tao  oscent  gradual,  though  steep  in  some  peaces. 

Road  joins  the  river,  arid  fords  it. 

The  river  Is  fordod  here,  to  avoid  crossing  'he  next 
high,  candy  ridge,  making  the  road  much  bolter,  and  some 
Bhortcr. 

Ford  back.  * 

River  banks  and  stream,  25  feet  wide.  - 

Thla  appears  to  be  a  branch  of  the  river,  running 
ro  mi    a  piece  of  land,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide. 

Creek,  two  feet  wide :  Lat.  42°  28'  36". 

A  good  cold  eprVng.  a  littlo  to  the  right  of  the  rood 
and  0  Foftawamp  just  below,  but  Stis  a  good  piece  to  camp 

I  leaves  the  river.  -     -    - 

C  >od  camping  place.  A  fier this,  the  road  wmdsnround 
and  t  ;er  i  9uc<  ess-ion  of  hills  and  hollows,  for  three  miles. 

.'.  ugh,  rocky  ridges.  -         -  t 

Dangerous  to  warone-,  and  ought  to  be  crossed  with 
care. 

Soft  swamp  and  very  small  creek. 

1  o  |  !acc  to  camp. 

Creole,  a  foot  wide.     - 
Creek,  two  feet  wide*  - 

Strawberry  creek,  five  feet  wide. 

Plenty  of  grasg  and  water,  and  some  willows.  Good 
place  lo  camp.  There's  a  poplar  grove  about  o  mile  below. 

1  ■'  [ng-ai  pen  creek.  - 

'  lis  rises  in  a.  snwll  grove  of  timber  on  the  BOUth  e!de 
the  r(  id,   ml  ! ;■  not  wife  lo  depend  on  lor  water. 

Branch  o£  Sweet-water,  2  rods  wide,  two 
feet  deep. 

Good  place  10  camp.  Water  good  and  cold.  Groat 
and  willows,  plonty. 

Willow  creek,  8  feet  wide,  2  feet  decj>. 

Good  camping  place  for  erase,  water  and  willows. 
The  lord  is  near  three  rodo  wide. 

Sweet -water,  3  rods  wide,  3  feet  deep. 

Good  place,  to  camp.  After  traveling  seven  miles  be- 
yond this,  ami  passing  between  the  Twin  mounds,  you 
will  find  a  good  camping  place  a  quarter  of  a  rulJc  north 
of  the  road. 

South  Pass,  or  summit  of  dividing  ridge. 
This  is  the  dividing  ridge  between  tho  waters  of  the 

Atlantic  and  Pacific.    Altitude,  7.065  feet. 

Pacific  creek  and  springs.    - 

Abundance  of  grass  r.ny  where  for  ft  mi'.?.  Good! 
w*tcr,  and  plenty  ol  Wild  Sago  for  fuel. 

Pacific  creek  (crossing)  three  feet  wide: 
Lat.  42°  IS'  5S":  Long.  !0S°  40'  0". 

Kot  good  to  croea  Pretly  good  place  to  camp,  except 
for  wood;    After  you  leave  here  you  will  find  a  good  road, 

but  ■■cry  littlo  water. 

■  ■  Sandy.        ----- 

The  water  bracMeb,  end  cot  &ood  for  cattle.  Very 
little  grass,  but  -io  wood. 
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1  From  |     if  cum 

PROMINEKT  TOINTS  AND  REMARKS. 

DlST. 

W*.  Oris  CofGSL 

miles. 

|  miles.  |    miles. 

Junction  of  California  and  Oregon  roads 

Take  the,  left  hand  road.  Good  road  a  lew  milce,  alter 
wavdy  sandy  find  heavy. 

Little  Sandy,  20  feet  wide.  2£  feet  deep. 

Muddy  water — swift  current.  Plenty  of  willows  and 
wild  Bagc.  Abundance  of  grass  down  the  stream.  AUci 
thii?,  barren  unci  sandy  land. 

£l£  Sandy,  7  rods  wide.  2  feet   deep :  Lat. 
42**6' 42".  - 

Good  chance  to  camp.  A  few  miles  further,  you  will 
find  a  short  piece  of  rough  road,  over  rocks  and  cobblt 
etonca.  No  grass  or  water  after  this  for  near  17  miles. 

Big  Sandy.  - 

'  iod  chance  to  cemp,  After  this,  barren,  sandy  land 
and  heavy  road  till  you  arrive  at  Green  river. 

Green  river  ford,  16  rods  wide.  - 

G  >  id  camping  any  where  on  Hie  banks,  nnd  plenty  of 
t;'ii  :■> .  It  i;  not  difficult  fording  iu  low  water:  but  if  too 
high  to  ford,  the  best  crossing  place  in  upstream.  Latitude 
— Gn  lies  above— 41°  W  37";  Lonj    109°  30'.  Alt.  G.00O  feet. 

Good  camping  place  on  Green  river. 

Plenty  of  grass  here.  Uut  no  other  very  pood  chacct. 
to  camp  oa  thin  side  the  rive:-. 

Road  leaves  Green  river.     - 

No  grass  nor  water  after  tills  for  fifteen  rnd  a  hall 
miles.  Land  rolling,  barreu — mostly  sandy,  and  several 
steep  places  to  puss." 

Black's  fork,  6  rods  wide,  2  feet  deep.  - 

<iood  chance  to  camp,  and  a  nice  place,  though  no' 
much  timber. 

Ham':)  fork,  3  rods  wide,  2  feet  deep.    - 

Rapid  current,  cold  water,  plenty  of  bunch  grass  and 
willows,  and  is  a  good  camp  ground. 

Blade's  fork  again.      - 

No:  much  grass,  but.  plenty  of  "wi!-ews.  You  will  now 
have  soma  uneven  road,  with  many  ruvlnes. 

Sr/j  I]  creek.  2  feet  wide.     - 

.'.'o  grass,  and  probably  tio  water. 

Blftck'a  forlc,  third  time.       - 

Al'tor  cross!: 
Plenty  of  bunch  u 

Black's  fork,  fourth  time 

You  ford  again  at  a  fcood  camptng  plaee. 

Stream  2  rods  wide,  2  feet  deep. 

Very  swift  current,  and  plenty  of  bunch  grrss.  Hoar' 
protl  n  •  ouj  h  alter  this. 

Stream — good  camping  place  at  a  bend. 

You  do  not  cross  the  stream,  bit  there  !?  a  ^ood  camp 
il  '  l  '■    ■  ,  v  hen   the  road   ibises  s  btnd  of  !,'i«  creek. 

"Fort  Bridger:"  Lat.  41°  19' 13"}  Long. 
U0Q  6' 3  Altitude,  6,665  feet. 

Voc  croae  foura-uehiog  creeks,  within  half  a  mi'e,  be 
fore  you  each  the  Fort,  end  by  traveling  half  n  mile  be 
yond  the  Fori,  you  win  crofts  three  others,  and  then  VnJ, 
a  -i  ad  place  to  oomp. 

it  I  ort  I-  composed  of  four  log  houees  nnd  nsmni' 
enclosure  tbi  h  \nvs  Land  exceeding  rich-  ivatw  colt' 
wi:d  (":';d,  c:id  coni'idcrnhlo  timber 
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vou  will  nnd  ft  pood  camping  place. [ 
also,  wild  flux. 
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PROMINENT  POINTS  AND  REMAUKS. 
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Cold  Springs,  on  the  right  side  the  road.    ] 

Tbcro  is  tiii^r  here,  nnd  it  ia  a  pretty  good  cam?:'i£: 

Small  creek  and  springs.      - 

No  feed  here,  i«nd  no  place  ia  camp. 

of  High  Ridge:  Lat.  41°  16'  11". 

After  tlds,  you  travel  several  rnUca  on  tolerably  love! 
land,  iben  you  descend  to  lower  laud  by  o.  eteop,  tedious 
route. 

Muddy  Fork,  12  feet  wide. 

Plenty  ol*  bund  grass  rnd  willows.  Water  clear,  atid 
notb  1  tasted.  A:i  r  this,  you  will  probably  CndDOgctd 
water  '.or  eleven  mi:e3. 

Copperas,  or  Soda  Spring.  -         -         - 

Left  of  Iho  road  at  the  toot  ot  a  hill.  The-  road  now 
begins  to  ascend  another  high  ridge. 

Summit  of  Ridge:  Altitude  7,315  feet 

'li:f  descent  is  lengthy,  nnd  some  tedious.  About  hull! 
way  .'own  you  va?:J  over  rough  rocks,  aud  tlie  pass  btdug 
Borrow,  make1*  it  dangerous  to  wagons. 

Copperas,  or-Soda  Spring.   - 

Cattle  will  drink  this  water,  and  there  Is  plenty  of 
rrrf.se  -.round  ir.  A  little  further  too  road  turns  to  the  left 
i  ad  j  iBses  down  a  ."arrow  ravine. 

Spr  ng  of  good  water,  south  side  the  road. 

'  ■  'his  is  surrounded  by  high  gross,  cloio  to  the  creek 
Bide.  There  is  an  jthcr  spring  a  little  further  on  the  nor!: 
aide  the  road,  which  will  probably  be  the  ion  water  yo'. 
will  Sod  till  you  arrive  at  Sulphur  creek. 

.',  tst  foot  of  divi  lii  ■    ridge.  - 

Dividing  ridge  between  the  waters  of  the  Colorado 

nnd  Great  Basin,  Asecn!  very  steep  and  crooked— narrow 

•    rniit  and  steep' descending.    Alter  this,  crooked  road 

between  mount  tin  .    Altitude  oi  ridge.  7,700  .cet. 

Sulphur  creek,  10  feet  wide.         -     _  - 

I'lonty  of  grass  and  sbrrie  willows  s  also,  small  cedar 

nt'l^  foot  of  the  mountain.    (See  Note 7.) 

Bear  river,  G  rods  wide,  2  feet  deep.     - 

Swift  current— clear  cohl  water)  plenty  <.rt!ruterrurd| 
craea.    Altitude  at  for  d,  6,836  feet. 

Summit  of  Ridge.       -        -        -        - 

Haifa  mile  lurtlier  you  crofa  a  small  ridge,  then  de- 
scend into,  nnd  travel  down  ii  nice  narrow  bottora,  where] 
\i  plenty  of  era  J. 

Spring  of  clear,  cold  water.  -        -    : 

On  the  south  side  the  arcck. about  Iwo rods  from  the 
roid     The  spring  Is  deep— water  clear,  cold  and 

;•. -r!  aps  it  will  'iv.be  cn?7  to  rind,  being  sr.rroanrted  byj 

'  ■■:  ci    •'  ,  cross  at  foot  of  rocky  blu  "... 

You  will  soon  cross  this  Benin,  and  about  a  mil  ■  . 

.i.  T  ,■„ .,  ■  T. . , .  aiioLliCrlonaridge.thcascentbcitig  u  :tty 
i   :  and  tedious. 

■  •:■  tmit  of  Ridge.  - 

Descent  p:  elty  steep.  About  throe  fourths  of  n  mile 
down  rroni  ll  e  suirm-i;.  b  ".  spring  ol  Hood  cold  wotor.or 
the  left  of  :'i"  '  ■  ■'  .  ' 
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PROMINENT  POINTS  AND  REMARKS. 


>  from  *    Jb'rom 
Dist.    WaRS.jCofGSI* 
miles,!. miles,  'i  aii'.cf. 


Cache  Cave  and  head  of  Echo  creel;:  Ai-j 
titude,  G,070  feet.  -     J 

Cnvo  in  the  blufHj  north.  .Severn!  springs  along  the! 
road,  before  you  arrive  here,  nnd  one,  a  quarter  of  v.  mile] 
south  from  tbo  Cnvc.  Plenty  of  grass,  nad  a  good  placet 
to  camp,  j 

Colt!  spring,  on  the  right  of  the  road.    - 

This  also  id  ft  good  place  to  cnmp.bcing  plenty  of  grass  j 

Cold  spring,  south  side  the  road.  - 

At  the  toot  of  it  high  hill.  Good  place  to  camp.  After 
this,  you  travel  down  a  narrow  ravine,  between  high 
mountains,  till  you  arrive  ut  Weber  river.  Koc  much  dif 
■  i  ully  for  camping  down  it. 

Deep  ravine.       - 

£  Leep  on  both  banks.  After  this,  you  will  cro?sEcho 
creels  n  •  unabcr  of  times,  but  in  no  place  very  difficult.    .1 

Red  fori:  of  Weber  river :  Alt.  5,801  feet. 

There  is  n  good  camping  place  a  mile  b-  (ore  yon  »r- 
tfvo  here.    Also,  almost  «ny  where  o;i  the  li.inkscf  thf 

-.  Plenty  of  timber.  The  stream  abounds  with  spotted 
trout. 

:ber  river  ford,  4  rods  wide,  2  ft.  deep. 

Good  to  ford.  Plenty  of  grass  and  timber  on  both] 
Fides  the  liver. 

Pratt's  Pass,  to  avoid  the  Kanyon. 

The  ICanyon  is  a  few  miles  below,  where  the  river 

■■  -    ■•-  high  mountains  of  rocks.    Some  emigrants 
V' .  '•   ■         I  through,  bat  it  is  dangerous. 

"oot  of  Long  hill.         - 

Thi  ro  is  a  pmall  creels  descends  down  the  hollow,  up 
which  the  roadls  made.  There  are  several springs  near 
the  road. 

;c  (over  the  creek.)      - 

'  -  lace  to  camp, 

■   Ige.        - 

The  country  west  looks  rooch  and  mountainous.  The] 

inr,  being  mostly  oa  the  side  hill. 

•  []  creek,  left  of  the  road. 

Coos!  place  to  camp.    Plenty  of  graap,  water  irad  wil-f 
lo  ■         ic  road  here  turns  north  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  then* 

'■    ,      ■'  ■     l  steep  bill.  ! 

■  on  creek,  1-  red  wide,  1  foot  de<  : 


.•o£ 


?■ 
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You  have  to  crprs  thiscreele  thirteen  times,  besides] 
two  bud  »waraps.    The  road  Is  dangerous  to  wagons,  on  1 
■'•,'  je.hlgb  bushes,  trees,  and  short  turns  in  thcl 
CO  locii  up,    (See  Note  9,). 

-!■,-'  n  creek*  - 

Uere  you  tarn  to  the  right,  and  begin  to  aicead  the 
Idghcil    o  •■•.'■-  you  crossin  thfi  whr>Ie  journey.    You 
ixnher,  some  ou  tide  liiUs.ani  crofs  the 
■  number  of  times. 

i  ng,  left  of  the  road. 

i  will        ■■■>      lind  water  in  several  places,  but  it] 
'«  oi.'  i  ■  .'  runs  but  a-  little  way  in  a  place,! 

n  ■■  nl  a  In  the  cer-h. 

Snminito   mow    ,;?.:  Ahilude.  7,245  fect.j 

'"  ■  I  n  •  iow  aviewof  (he  south  put  of  the  Valley] 

Gj  ||    '...'    ;,     '.',,■  .V   .■■■'■     ,  ■■■    Qt    |        ■■ 

1,011  i        '  ■'    I  ■■■"■:*  In  LjlC  '    ■       .  ' 
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PROMINENT  POINTS  AND  REMARKS. 


nilcs, 


Vrovn 

m   <■■■- 


Bridge  over  a  deep  ravine.  - 

T:.::1  is  dangerous  to  cross,  and  a  wagon  may  bo  cn^i'y 
upset,    riic  roi  I  lays  through  a  foreet  of  email  timber, 

-  ■ 

Brown's  creek  and  spring.  - 

Not  ti  bat]  place-  to  camp,  but  there  is  a  much  better 
one,  balfa  mile  lower  down. 

Cold  spring  on  Brown's  creek.     - 

Within  a  rod  of  tl   i  r    d,  on  the  ■■  st  aide,  under  a 

grove  of  '.-■■■'■  '  '-  Good  place  to  cai 

Home   miry.    Good   enmping  any  where  for  two  milci 
lower. 

Leave  Brown's  croo'c.  - 

You  now  nsc^ni  another  high  mountain,  by  ft  steep 
roftd*.  On  both  aides  thia  raouu  tain,  thero  arc 

i  .  | .,.  -,..■.,_ 

mit  of  last  ridge.  - 

1  li     dc   :ent  ia  very  steep,  all  the  way,  till  you  arrive 
on  '  c  bonk   of  Last  ci  cek. 

last  creek.         - 

You  cross  this  creek  oicctecn  times.    Several  sf  the 
crosainga  are  diffiei  t    There  arc  several  side  hilla  whicl 
re  [uiro  core  in  teamsters.    Three  camping  places  o:i  it 
rcaph. 

Kanyon.         - 

.  • '.   tl  y  of  tho  Sole  Lake.  The  road 

-■--'■■         ■■■'■  ■       ie  EOmy'on  bad,  and  rough  wiihotumpa. 
.',      -  ■.  ■'  :scend:ng  and  g  h  1. 
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The  city  is  'coated  within  three  miles  of  the  mountains, 
which  enci  >^e  the  cast  side  of  the  valley — vyJthin  three  n  ' 
of  the  Utah  outlet,  and  twentv-two  miles  of  the  ':' 
The  land  is  gradually  sloping,  from  the  mountain  '.  -  v  il 
..mile  of  the  Outlet,  and  is  of  a  black,  loose,  sandy  nature.     t  . 

am  of  water  rushes  from  the  mountains  east  of  the 
and,  at  the  upper  part,  it  divides  in  two  branches,  bo' 
which  pass  through  the   city  to  the  Outlet.     The  water  is 
good,  and  very  cold,  and  abundance  for  mill  pi  )r  for 

irrigation.  The  air  is  good  and  pure,  sweetened  by  the  heal 
breezes  from  the  Salt  Lake.    The  grass  U  rich  and       >. 
and  well  filled  with  rushes,  and  the  passes  in  live  mounl 
a -Ford  ibui  1  mee  of  good  timber,  mostly  balsam  Fir. 

'he  valley  is  about  forty  miles  long,  and  from  twen   - 
twenty-fivo  miles  wide.    It  is  beautifully  surrounded  o 
west,  south,  and  east  by  high  mountains.    Salt  Lake  cxti 
from   a  point  a  little  south  of  west,  from  the  city,  to  about 
•'-*   ■  miles  north,  forming  the  north-v;  :'       ry  of  the 


valley.  There  are  two  sulphur  springs  a  mile  and  a  half  north 
fro:?,  the  *Tej£Ple  Elock  ;  the  water  is  salt,  and  a  little  warmer 
than  blood:  two  miles  further  north  there  is  a  sulphur  spring 
of  boiling  water.  There  is  not  much  land  on  the  north  pari  oC 
'  e  valley  fit  for  cultivation ;  but  the  cast  side  is  well  adr.; 
for  farming,  being  well  watered  by  several  large  creeks,  and 

•  soil  beautiful.    The  land  on  the  west  of  the  Utah  Outlet, 

•  so  good  for  farming,  and.  easily  irrigated  from  the  south  end 

e  Outlet. 

The  latitudes,  longitudes,  and  altitudes  are  copied  from 
the  observatii  i  i  and  calculations  made  by  Elder  0.  Phatt. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  at  the  City  cf  the 
Great  Salt  Lake,  15'  47'  23"  cast,  as  determined  on  the  ■  h 
July,  A.  D.  1847,  by  the  mean  cf  several  observations,  and 
calculations  of  the  Sums  Azimuths  and  Altitudes. 


■'■•' Latitude  of  northern  boundary  of  Temple  Block,  40°  45'  44  '. 
Longitude  of  do.  do.  dc.  Ill0  26' 34". 

itude  of     do.  do.  do.  4,300  feet. 
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N  O  T  E  S . 

Note  i.  If  (lie  Elk  Horn  river  is  fordable,  you 
main  road  a  mile  before  you  strike  the  river,  ai 
After  leaving  the  road  ihrce-fourths  of  a  mile,  you  will  cress 
a  very  bad  creek  or  slough,   being  soft  and  miry  " 
throwing  in  long  grass,  it  will  be  good  crossing.     "■  ■■ 
travel  three-fourths  of  a  mile  further,  and  arrive  at  the  ford. 
You   will  go  up    stream  when  fording,  and  gr: 
'  e  rcr  to  the  oppo  :ite  i  hove,  ' :  '  you    trike  a  piece 
on  the  west  side,  you  then  pass  by  a  narrow,  en  oked 

through  the  timber,  til!  you  arrive  on  (1 hie. 

nil     in  -    :. post  erecled  in  near  a  sou  ii  d  .   ■      ■ 

.     Go  straight  tc  that  post,  i  11  find  : 

good  bridge  over  the  creek — and  there, 
re  A.     From  here,  you  have  before  you  near 
miles  travel  over  a  fiat,  level  country,  and      •- 

■  Lion  of  several  sandy  bluff    n  ■■ 
road  ■■•         lly  runs  froi  t  on     to  two  i  iili 
river,  but  no'  too  far  to  turn  off  to  camp  in  i 

■  i i  ig  pi  ii  i  s,  wliich  lay  near  the  road,  are  merrtioi 

this  work.     You  will   find  near  two  hundred  mi  s     ivi 

iml  "",  >ut  in  that  region  you  will  find  plei  ly  of  bu 

•  •'■    ''area  good  substitute  f "or  fuel. 

after  you  arrive  at  the  head  of  jrand  Island,  and  tinuc  vi 
hundred  -■vXvr.. 

Note  -:.  The  descent  to  tho  ford  :  and 

vi  ■  ■  ■  andy.     Your  best  chance  to  ford   will,  pr 
enter  the  rive  ■  op]       te  to  win  re  you  des"i"  i     roi 
then  go    near  a  straigb.t  course,  but   iiii  ■  wh 

stream,  till  more  than  half  way  over,  when  you  ivil  ind  a 
sand-bar.  Follow  this,  down  stream  near  half  a  mile,  and 
yo  '  will       i  -  see  ;•  good  place  to  go  out  on  the  soi  I" 

river  tlic  channels  often  change — the  old  ones  ill  u  and 
new  ones  are  made — hence,  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  hav- 
ing several  man  go  across  on  horses,  to  find  the  best  ou  e,  b  '.- 
fore  vou  attempt  to  take,  wagons  over,     [f  '  aulion  is 

not  taken,  you  may  plunge  your  wagons  !'•■• 
;■  (  eep  hole,  and  do  mui  •         age.    it'  vou  fo  A  up  I   ,  and 

came  out  higher  than  where  you  enter,  after  cri  ssii  g, 
lor  the  bluffs,  in  a  direction  a  very  little  west  of  south, 
you  arrive  on  tho  old  road. 

On   arriving  at  Prairie  creek,  if  you   take  a.  south-west 

•  uvio,  a  shc>'.  day's  drive  will  bring  you  to  Wood  river,  sis 
or  eight  miles  above  where  the  old  road  crosses;  and  by  keep- 
ing the  same  course  after  crossing  Wood  river,  you  wii!  strike 


the  Platte  ten  or  twelve  miles  above  where  Wood  river  emp- 
ties into  it.  By  this  moans  the  road  would  be  shortened  at 
least  iive  miles,  and  probably  much  more. 

Note  hi.  Fort  "John,  or  Laramie,"  lays  about  one  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  river,  in  near  a  south-west  course,  and  is 
composed  of  a  trading  establishment,  and  about  twelve  houses, 
enclosed  by  a  wall  eleven  feet  high.  The  wall  and  houses  arc 
built  of  adobes,  or  Spanish  brick.  It  is  situated  on  the  Lara- 
mie Fork,  and  is  a  pleasant  location :  the  latitude  of  the  Fort 
is  42°  12'  13";  longitude  104°  11'  53",  and  altitude  above  the 
sea,  4,090  feet.  After  leaving  here  you  begin  to  cross  the 
"  Black  Hills,"  and  will  find  rough  roads,  high  ridges,  and 
mostly  barren  country.  There  is,  however,  not  much  diffi- 
culty in  finding  good  camping  places,  each  day's  travel,  by  ob- 
serving the  annexed  table. 

There  is  a  road  follows  the  river,  instead  of  crossing  the 
Black  Hills,  and  it  is  represented  as  being  as  near,  and  much 
better  traveling  if  the  river  is  fordable.  By  following  this 
road  you  have  to  cross  the  river  three  times  extra,  but  will 
find  plenty  of  grass,  wood,  and  water.  If  the  river  is  fordable 
at  Laramie,  it  is  fordable  at  those  three  places,  and  you  can  go 
that  route  safely. 

Norn  iv.  The  best  place  to  ford  will  probably  be  a  little 
below  the  bend  in  the  river.  After  this  you  have  fifty  miles 
to  travel,  which  is  dangerous  to  teams,  on  account  of  Alkali 
springs.  Great  care  should  be  taken  to  avoid  them,  by  select- 
ing a  camping  place  where  none  of  these  springs  are  near. 

Note  v.  In  low  water  the  river  is  easily  forded  opposite  to 
the  Rock  Independence ;  but,  if  not  fordable  here,  a  good  place 
can  be  found  a  mile  higher  up  the  river. 

Independence  Rock  is  one  of  the  curiosities  to  be  seen  on 
the  road,  mostly  on  account  of  its  peculiar  shape  and  magni- 
tude. Thcrc^are  many  namrs  of  visitors  painted  in  various 
places,  on  the  south-east  corner.  At  this  corner  most  travelers 
appear  to  have  gone  up  to  view  the  top ;  but  there  is  a  much 
better  place  on  the  north  side,  about  half  way  from  end  to  end. 
Latitude  U  miles  below  42°  30'  16". 

The  road  along  the  Sweet  Water  is  mostly  sandy  and  heavy 
traveling.  You  will  find  many  steep  places,  and  as  you  ap- 
proach the  Rocky  Mountains,  you  will  find  some  high  hills  lo 
travel  over. 

After  crossing  the  mountains  the  country  is  level,  but  still 
barren,  and,  if  possible,  more  sandy.  You  will  have  to  make 
some  long  drives  to  obtain  water  for  camping.  There  is  great 
lark  of  timber,  from  the  Upper  Platte  ferry  to  Fort  Bridger, 


24 

f:p.(i  in  fact  scarcely  any  kind  but  willows.    In  all  this  region 
the  willows  and  w;ld  sage  form  your  chief  ingredient  for  fuel. 

Noxs  vi.  I'.  is  supposed  thiit  a  good  road  can  be  made  here, 
by  following  the  hanks  of  the  river.  If  so,  these  high  bluffs, 
and  much  sandy  road,  would  be  avoided. 

Note  vii.  At  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  on  the  south  side 
the  road,  and  at  the  edge  of  the  creek,  there  is  a  stroiJg  sulphur 
spring-.  A  little  above  the  spring,  on  the  side  of  the  moun- 
tain, is  a  bed  of  stone  coal.  At  the  foot  of  the  blufi",  west  of 
where  you  cess  the  creek,  is  a  noble  spring  of  pure,  cold 
water:  and  about  a  mile  from  this  place,  in  a  ::o;'.'::-v.  •■■ 
course,  is  a  "Tar,"  or  "  Oil  Spring,"  covering  a.  surface  of 
several  rods  of  ground.  There  is  a  wagon  trail  runs  within  a 
short  distance  ct'  it.  It  is  situated  in  a  s.nall  hollow,  on  I'.ir, 
left  of  the  wagon  trail,  at  a  point  where  the  frail  rises  a.higher 
bench  of  land. 

V/hen  the  oil  can  be  obtained  i'rea  from  sand,  it  is  useful  to 
oil  wakens.  It  gives  a  nice  polish  to  gun -stocks,  and  has  been 
proved  toba  highly  beneficial  when  applied  to  sores  on  horses, 
cattle,  &c. 

Note  viii.  From  the  summit  of  this  ridge,  you  will  see 
to  the  west,  a  ridge  of  high,  rough,  peaked  rocks.  The  road 
runs  at  the  south  foot  of  that  ridge,  and  there  crosses  >'e!Iow 
creek.  From  the  place  where  you  now  stand,  the  road  runs 
through  a  beautiful  narrow  valley,  surrounded  by  gently  rolling 
hills,  and  is  pretty  straight  and  pleasant  traveling,  till  you  ar- 
rive at  that  ridge  of  rocks.  There  is  little  difficulty  in  finding 
a  food  camping  place,  between  here  and  the  ridge  in  view,  ex- 
cept for  fuel,  which  is  scarce.  There  are  several  springs  of 
pood  water  alone;  the  creek. 

Note  ix.  On  this  creek  is  a  very  rough  piece  oi  road  ; 
the  bushes  are  high,  and  road  narrow,  in  consequence  of  which 
wa"on.  covers  arc  liable  to  be  torn,  and  bows  broke.  There 
are  inanv  short  turns  in  it,  where  wagon  tongres  are  liable  to 
be  broke.  Some  of  the  crossing  places  are  bad.  There  is  a 
good  camping  place  where  first  you  strike  the  creek — one 
about  half  way  up,  and  one  a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  you  leave 
the  creek. 

The  ascent  up  the  next  mountain  is  both  lengthy  and  tedi- 
ous, mostly  through  high  timber,  and  there  are  many  stumps 
in  the  road.  It  is  a  chance  whether  you  will  find  any  water 
till  you  descend  on  the  west  side. 

From  this  creek  to  the  valley  is  decidedly  the.  worst  piece 
of  road  on  the  whole  journey,  but  the  distance  is  short,  and  by 
.  usirp-  care  and  patience,  it  is  easily  accomplished. 


